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THE AMERICAN ART-UNION. 25 

FINE ART GOSSIP. 

We understand that Mr. Powell's painting of the Discovery of 

the Mississippi, by Ferdinand de Soto, -will probably be completed this 
Autumn. Mr. Powell has been for many months in Paris, assiduously 
laboring upon this production, which is well spoken of by all who have 
seen it, and is said to have attracted particular attention among the 
French artists. Our readers will remember, that this work is intended 
for the vacant panel in the Rotunda of the Capitol at Washington. 

We are sorry to hear that the Review Exhibition advertised by 

the National Academy, has been abandoned. 

We learn that Woodville has lately finished a portrait at 

Dusseldorf, in the style of Vandyck, which attracts universal admiration. 
The Card Players by this painter, which was distributed by the Art- 
Union in 1847, is again placed in their gallery for exhibition. 

We hope to present to our readers with the next number of the 

Bulletin, an etching of Leutze's Attainder of Strafford, which was 
painted for the Art-Union upon a commission, and which is now in their 
gallery. It is one of this artist's finest works. Lectze has postponed 
his visit to America until next year. He is about to paint " Washing- 
ton crossing the Delaware,' 1 the figures to be of life size. He has 
already made a number of studies for this work. 

There have been certain alterations lately effected in Trinity 

Church, which greatly improve the effect of the interior. Two win- 
dows have been cut in the south wall of the chancel which throw light 
upon the carved screen, and add greatly to the appearance of length in 
the building. This change, although it displays the rich carving, 
shows at the same time the want of polychromatic decoration in the 
screen, which we trust to see executed at some future day. Another 
improvement, has been the addition to the window of a plating of en- 
amelled glass, by which the glare has been subdued. It is a pity that 
the workmen in doing this, should have allowed the vertical sashes to 
cut the faces of the figures. This disfigurement might easily have 
been avoided. 

The Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts has issued a circular in 

which that Institution offers three prizes; one of §750, one of $500, and 
one of §250, to be awarded to the artist who shall produce the first, 
second and third best pictures on a historical, scriptural, or dramatic 
subject ; the painting to be not less than 40 by 50 inches in size, and to 
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be delivered at the Academy on or before the 10th of April, 1850. 
The Academy also offers two other prizes, one of $300, and one of $200, 
for landscape or marine views, to be 54 by 40 inches. 

We are happy to announce that Mr. Lakg"s large painting of a 

Carnival Scene at Rome, lately completed by him, for a gentleman of 
this city, will probably be exhibited in the Art-Union Gallery, in the 
course of the present month. Achenbach's superb marine picture of 
'' A Storm off the Cyclops Rocks" which was shown some months since for 
a limited period in the Gallery, has been placed there again through 
the courtesy of its proprietor, Charles M. Parker, Esq., of this city. 
Our readers will be glad to hear, that this_ fine painting will remain per- 
manently in New York. 

The Rev. Gorham D. Abbott, the Principal of the Spingler In- 
stitute, in this city, has purchased from Mr. Brodt the four paintings of 
the " Voyage of Life" which were distributed last year by the Art-Union . 
The Institute is an establishment of the highest class, for the education 
of young ladies, and these pictures arc to be among the permanent de- 
corations of its walls. It is with great satisfaction that we chronicle 
this act of wise liberality and enlightened taste. No where could there 
be found a more appropriate location than this for these works, which 
unite so much purity of sentiment with so much artistic merit. We 
hope that other institutions of education will see the importance of 
calling into their service the ministrations of the Fine Art, to assist in 
informing the minds, and elevating the affections of their pupils, as well 
as to refine their tastes. 

It is announced that the Cincinnati Art-Union have decided to 

engrave for their subscribers of the present year the picture of "Life's 
Happy Hour," by Mrs. L. M. Spencer, and that the Philadelphia Art- 
Union have selected as the subject of their engraving, Huntington's 
beautiful picture of " Mercy's Dream." 

We regret that on account of some mistake we have not seen, 

until very recently, a copy of the 'Transactions of the Art-Union of 
Philadelphia, for 1849, and the admirable address of Prof. Reed, which 
was delivered at the anniversary meeting of that Institution. A pro- 
duction of so much literary merit, and containing so many just and 
enlightened views, deserves a more extended notice than this meagre 
paragraph ; and we hope in some future number to republish extracts 
from it, for the gratification of our readers. 



